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The other day I saw an article written by a novelist, Nomi Eve, who decided to promote her latest book by 
attending as many book clubs as she could, some in person and many via video conference. She has now 
attended more than 138 book clubs! 
  

That gave me an idea. I love meeting our contributors—after all, writers are among my favorite people—
and many of  you are members of  writer’s groups or book clubs. Wouldn’t it be fun if  I could attend your 
meetings too? 
  

So here’s my offer. Invite me to your meetings. I’d love 
to pop in to your writer’s groups or your book clubs. We 
can use FaceTime or Skype. If  it’s a writer’s group, we 
can discuss what Chicken Soup for the Soul looks for in 
a story and I can share some writing and publishing 
tips. And if  it’s a book club, we can discuss one of  the 
many Chicken Soup for the Soul books that I’ve coauthored. 
  

I’d love to get feedback from your groups as well. What 
do you think of  our books? The content, the covers, the 
reading experience? How do you use our books? Do you give them as gifts or read them yourselves? What 
do you think of  the story submission process? 
  

We can do this during the day or at night—my computer and I are free whenever your group meets! You 
can contact our illustrious webmaster at webmaster@chickensoupforthesoul.com to get the ball rolling. 
  

It’s been a pleasure to work with you over the past year, and I wish you a happy and prolific 2016! 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Your publisher, Amy Newmark           @amynewmark 

A Note from Your Publisher
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All in the Chicken Soup for the Soul Family!

®

We asked you for photos of  yourselves with siblings, spouses, parents, children, and 
other family members who have written for Chicken Soup for the Soul. Everyone 
who sends a usable photo [high resolution, holding the books] will receive a copy of  
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Inspiration for Writers for each writer pictured. So send your 
photos to blomonaco@chickensoupforthesoul.com along with your names and 
addresses and watch for more pictures next month!

Jennifer Short Wilson and her 
late mother Shirley Nordeck 
Short (at right) were both 
published in Chicken Soup for the 
Soul: Messages from Heaven. 

Elaine Togneri (above left) and 
her very prolific sister Suzanne 
Baginskie (holding the big stack).

Sisters Julie Hornok (above 
left) and Katie Bangert (above 
right) are in five recent books!

Like mother, l ike daughter ! 
Loretta Schoen and her daughter 
Francesca Lang have been 
published in seven Chicken Soup for 
the Soul books! 

Sisters Kathy Ide (in red 
a t l e f t ) a n d L i n d a 
Fitzjarrell (in blue) are 
full of  inspiration! They 
were published in these 
2002 and 2008 books.

Rick and Sara Schafer 
a r e a d y n a m i c d u o , 
published in four of  our 
books!

Changing your world one story at a time
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Book Signings Across The Country!
Julie Lavender (pictured right), who has stories in three Chicken Soup for the 
Soul books, sold copies of  all three titles at a recent Christmas shopping event 
in Statesboro, Georgia. Julie was especially excited about selling copies of  
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Merry Christmas! Her favorite part of  the night was when 
a young couple, clearly on a date, stopped by the table to admire the books. 
The college-aged girl commented on how her mom always kept Chicken Soup for 
the Soul books in the house, but didn’t bring any cash with her to purchase one. 
Her smitten date picked up the book and purchased it for her! Julie’s heart was 
warmed on that bitterly cold (by South Georgia standards) night.

Mary Vigliante Szydlowski and Cynthia A. Lovely 
(pictured left, with Cynthia in the hat) sold and signed copies of  
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Merry Christmas! at the Northshire 
Bookstore in Saratoga Springs, New York. The bookstore held 
multiple book signings as part of  Saratoga’s Victorian Streetwalk 
festivities. “Impressive crowds!” Cynthia commented about the 
turnout for the signing. 

Melissa Wootan never imagined that having a story published in a Chicken 
Soup for the Soul book would lead to a regular TV segment on San Antonio’s 
NBC affiliate. Two years ago, when Melissa’s first story was published in 
Chicken Soup for the Soul: From Lemons to Lemonade, she appeared on San Antonio 
Living with host Shelly Miles. The producer asked Melissa to do two 
segments that day, one to promote her story and the other for a do-it-
yourself  demonstration on how to transform vintage furniture finds. After 
the segment, Shelly began following Melissa’s 
Facebook Page, ChiC vinTIQuE.  

Melissa appeared on the show again after she 
was published in Chicken Soup for the Soul: Miracles 
Happen. Melissa decided to pitch the idea of  a 
regular segment on the show about DIY and 

decorating. Both the producer and host loved the idea, and Melissa is now 
appearing on the show the first Monday of  every month. 

Eight of  Melissa’s stories have been published in Chicken Soup for the Soul books. 
“I have enjoyed some amazing opportunities as a result!” Melissa said of  being 
published. “Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!” We thank you back, Melissa.

A joint book signing was hosted at Audrey’s Books in 
Edmonton, Alberta at the end of  November. Lynn Gale and 
Rick Lauber, both published in Chicken Soup for the Soul: It’s 
Christmas!, and Colleen Stewart Haynes, published in Chicken 
Soup for the Soul: Inspiration for Nurses, started off  the Christmas 
shopping season in great form!

A Prolific Contributor Turned On-Air Personality!
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I am lucky enough to have 
had a few stories published 
in your books. After you 
publish my story do I retain 
ownership? Can I sell my 
story again or self-publish it 
in a book I am writing? Can 
you use it again? 

When your story is published in one of  our Chicken 
Soup for the Soul books, you sign our standard 

permission release agreement. That agreement 
grants us non-exclusive rights to publish your story. 
This means that you retain ownership of  your 
story but you grant us the right to publish it and 
use it again in any Chicken Soup for the Soul– 
related product. That’s why you might see your 
story in our daily story newsletter or in one of  our 
books for non-profit organizations. Even after we 
publish your work you can submit it elsewhere or 
publish it in your own book. You own the 
copyright to your story.

We often use our books to raise 
money for non-profits and this 
Mother’s Day we are supporting the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of  America with 
Chicken Soup for the Soul: For Mom, with 
Love. This new book will feature 101 
of  our favorite stories for moms 
from our library of  past books. It 
goes on sale March 22, 2016. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of  America 
provide a safe place for kids to learn 
and g row, to have ongo ing 
relationships with caring, adult 
professionals, and to engage in 
sports and other life-enhancing 
programs and character develop-
ment experiences. The Boys &Girls 
Clubs of  America provide youth 
with hope, opportunity, and —best 
of  all—a great time! 

A special 
Mother’s Day 
book to raise 
funds for the 
Boys & Girls 

Clubs of 
America!

FUN 
FACTS

It’s back! The holiday season may have just ended, but we’re excited to 
announce that we are now collecting stories for our Christmas book for 2016! 
We thought it would be great to share this call-out with you for Chicken Soup for 
the Soul: The Joy of  Christmas while the holidays are fresh in your mind.  

We are looking for stories about the entire December holiday season, including 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Boxing Day, and New Year’s. Everyone has 
special memories and stories to tell about the holiday season—from 
inspirational and thought provoking, to heartwarming and humorous. We 

want to hear about your special holiday memories and traditions, too.  

The submission deadline is April 30, 2016. To submit your story, visit http://www.chickensoup.com/story-
submissions/submit-your-story.

http://www.chickensoup.com/story-submissions/submit-your-story
http://www.chickensoup.com/story-submissions/submit-your-story

